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PREFACE. 


T* letter is printed at the deſite of ſeveral 

Navy and Artny officers, who were at 
the capture of St. Euſtatius; and who, with 
the Author, have ſuffered very ſeverely in 
their characters, perſons, and families, by 
being kept out of their prize money for 
igt years. 8h | 33 


la my propoſed examination of Lord Rod- 
ney's ſeeretary, the claimants, &c. there will 
not be found a query too many, nor more 
particular, than the Lords of Appeal will 
think neceſſary for our counſel to aſk them, 
and the other gentlemen whom I have men- 
tioned, | 


My ſtrictures on the conduct, and my 
ſentiments on the demetits, of thoſe perſons 
who have been publicly accuſed by the Lords 
of Appeal, of © Infidility to their employers, 

| «and 


„t mm £ Ch. 

* and to the claimants of de/troying, as well | 
« as of Hag, the vouchers of the captors 
ce property,” are purpoſely pointed and home. 
But who will had * ag can be mY 5 
1 | . 


5 It will make me happy, to ſee ſome perſons 
of ſuperior abilities employ their pen on this 
ſubject. A perſon, whoſe health and fortune 
permits him to be more in company, and in 
the way of information, than mine allows me 

td be at preſent. But it would make mie 

-- {till more happy to be informed, that in con- 
ſequence of my letter, a conſiderable number 
of ſpirited and popular officers, who are en- 
titled to this prize money, had aſſociated at 
ſome coffee-houſe in town, with a view to 
ſecond my deſign. If ſuch an aſſociation as 
this takes place, they may depend on my 

beſt wiſhes and i ſervices, and hart 17 me 

greater men, | 


. : 


To THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE. 
LOR D RODNEY; K. B: 


Vice Admiral of England, &c. &c.. 


My Lord, 

HAVE not the honour of being intimately ac- 

quainted with your lordſhip, but. I hope the 
ſubject of this letter will be admitted as a ſufficient 


apology for preſuming to addreſs jt to your lord- 
TT 


"The lord of ll 88 0 now got r bechee them 
_ volume of claims on your lordſhip, from the 
merchants who traded in, and to St. Euſtatius, at 
the time of its capture. If they ſucceed at law, and 
the payment of what they claim be ordered them, 
it muſt certainly be given from the general ſtock of 
prize money, which is {till owing to the ſea and 
land forces employed in taking that iſland. As'a 
navy officer, therefore, belonging to the victorious 
| Beet, then under your: in command, and 


* conſequently 


A823 
conſequently entitled to ſhare in this prize money, 
1 beg leave to write a few of my thoughts on theſe. 
claims, and very reſpectfully to propoſe a plan for 
preventing the payment of any of them which are 
unjuſt, and for accelerating the diſtribution, and 
doubling the expected quantum, of our prize mo- 
ney, aſter diſcharging all reaſonable gemands from | 
our agents or mercantile claimants, 12 


To effect this, my lord, your Jordthip. 8 
general Vaughan we hope will, for your own ſakes, 
zs well as for ours, take an early opportunity of pe- 
—titioning the lords of appeal, by counſel, to f. 
peend their deciſions, on any part of the St. Euſtatius 
merchants claims, till the captors have had twelve 
months time, from the date of the petitio n, to en- 
quire into the characters, commercial correſpon- 
dents, and circumſtances, of the ſaid claimants, alt 
the time of the capture. The unexpected loſs of 
the criminating papers which your lordſhip ſent 
from St. Euſtatius to government, and the equally- 
unexpected inacuracy of our agents accounts, can- 
not fail prevailing with the in to n this 
requeſt. | | 


When your lordſhip obtains the 1 
would it not be proper, immediately after, to give 
public notice, in all the London newſpapers, that 

your, lordſhip wiſhes to hold a general meeting 
ml the gentlemen ö 
| were 


V 
were at the capture of St. Euſtatius, mentioning 


when and where, in London. At this meeting, it 


ſhould be, among other regulations, reſolved, 


That a ſtrict and impartial inquiry be made, by 
counſel, in the proper court of law, cuhen, and in 


what manner, and to whom, the miniſter of ſtate, and 


his ſecretaries, then in office, gave up the criminat= 


ing papers of St. Euſtatius, which they had, in fru, 


from government, and from the captors of chat 
That a ſimilar inquiry be inſtituted concerning 
the conduct and managements of the ſeveral agents 


who have been, firſt and laſt, employed in the buſi- 
nes of this capture; 


n penned e 60 U be held, 


monthly, till the intention of the ſaid inquiries is an- 
ſwered, or the time allowed for them, by the lords 
of appeal, is expired; mean time, that a liberal 
ſubſcription take place, immediately, for proſecut- 
ing theſe inquiries, in the moſt ſpirited and effectual 


manner: 


That for this purpoſe, two of the moſt eminent 
counſellors at' law, in London, be engaged for 
twelve months, from the date of this meeting; and 
ſuch 2 number of gentlemen ehoſen from 
the captors, as may be thought, proper, - to go di- 
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tectly, in perſon, to the Leeward iNands, America, 
Amſterdam, &c. in order to collect, with all their 
activity and addreſs, an accurate and ample account 
of every thing that is neceſſary to be known, from 
the original owners of the ſhips, goods, merchan- 
diſe, and other captured property of every name ; 
and to be particularly careful, in obtaining all poſ- 
ſible information concerning the contents of the 
criminating papers, with the mode of recovering them ;. 
and alſo to procure exact copies of all thoſe bills of 
lading, invoices, &c. which are miſſing, or are 2580 
e to be miſtated: And 


That a e a treaſurer, and a ſelect com- 
mittee, to ſit twice a week, be appointed to correſ- 
pond with the ſaid counſellors and commiſſioners, 
and to advance them ſuch a ſum or ſums of money, 
from time to time, as may be adequate to the pur- 


. it is called for. 


When the ſaid commiſſioners have mental their 
part of this buſineſs, which they can eaſily do in 
nine or ten months, they are to return home, and 
lay before the general meeting, not only written 
vouchers of the intelligence they have received, and 
got atteſted and authenticated in the ſtrongeſt legal 


manner, before, and by the, magiſtracy of the ſe- 
veral places where they had it; but they are, alſo, 


to introduce all ſuch perſons as, by the advice of 


the ſaid. nl * n brought to England \ 
to 


* ' 


1 
to corroborate, by their commercial correſpondence 
in London, and vivd voce, the facts contained in 
the ſaid written vouchers, and ſo render every proof, 
in their body of information, clear and — 
convincing. 


To proceed, my lord, in this, or ſome ſuch me- 
thod of vindicating our character and rights, would 
be acting like men who have too much diſcernment 
to be duped, too much ſpirit to be robbed, and too 
much ſenſe to believe that four and three makes forty. 
But till the inquiries I propoſe are made, it is im- 
poſſible for us to know what belongs to us, or what- 
does not—what claims on us are juſt or unjuſt. - 


Here comes a merchant, for example, from St. 
Euſtatius, and tells the lords of appeal, that He- 
was a perſon of ſuch and ſuch a buſineſs on that 
iſland when it was taken by Lord Rodney, and that 
he had his ſhop and other property ſeized upon, by 
our army, and fold, to the amount of 16,0001., 
That his loyalty to Britain was well known, and 
that all his goods, he can prove, were /awfully im- 
ported from London.” For the truth of this, he 
produces a parcel of old invoices, bills of lading, 
&e. which correſpond exactly with thoſe of a mer- 
chant-correſpondent's books in London; and if the 
lords ſhould doubt this; he has half a dozen of 
people in court ready to ſwear to all he has ſaid or 
„ ſhewn, 


a) 
e eee eee | 
any time, in London. 


On our fide of the ſtory, appear our 1 and 
counſel. But what have they to ſay? Why, no- 
thing; or, what is worſe than nothing, “they have 
% the bills of lading, invoices, ſhop-books, and 
every paper and voucher, of every kind, pro or con.” 
If the counſel is aſked (from a ſuſpicion of this 
claimant's loyalty) for the criminating papers, which 
it may be ſuppoſed he had peruſed for the captor's 
fake, he has only to fay, * the claumant may have 


been a. loyaliſt, or he may have. been a trai- 


tor, a ſpy, or a rebel, for ought he knows, as all 
the criminating papers have been, long ago, faith- 
fully reſtored, from the ſecretary of ſtate's office, by 
ſome. unactountable miſtake.” The claimants, in 
conſequence of no „gets 10, oool. at 
our expence, for a fe aſſertions and oaths, 
when, perhaps, in fact, a notorious traitor to 
his country—was never poſſeſſed of 1000l.—has 
forged all his vouchers—bribed all his witneſſes 
and goes off to his London or St. Euſtatius aſſoci- 
ates in this impoſture, laughing at the credulity of , 
the court, the fimplicity of the captors, and con- 
gratulating with them on the luxurious gratification 
which they have at laſt received, to ir revenge 
and their avarice. 


1 vill not, for the honor of the mercantile world, 
ſappole that there are many Tuch rogues in it; but | 


from 


(- 13+] 
from my experience of mankind, and my know. 
ledge of St. Euſtatius, I will lay all my prize mo- 
ney to a guinea, that if the lords of appeal will 
indulge us with the twelve months I have menti- 
oned to make thoſe inquiries, and puriue thoſe 
meaſures which I propoſe, we thall find out more 
than one of them; and ſhould it be only one ſuch 
claimant, beſides the other defaulters whom we 
shall infallibly diſcover, it will be worth while to 
try the experiment; for it will not only pay all its 
own expences, but may ultimately ſave us a million 
of money, beſides expoſing to public contempt, and 
public puniſhmenr, the bad men who have ſo groſsly 
injured us. 


I have faid, my lord, that if my plan of in- 
quiry is executed with a vigor and diſpatch worthy 
of your lordſhip and your officers, and equal to the 
importance of the ſeveral grand objects in view, it 
may ultimately ſave us a million of money, which, 
otherwiſe, we ſnall certainly loſe ; and it requires no 
elaborate reaſoning, my lord, to prove this. A mo- 
ment's reflection, on the conduct of our agents and 
the claimants at Doctors Commons, will convince 
your lordſhip, on this point, as * as a ma- 
thematical demonſtration. 


Whether it was Mr. 1, or Mr. 3 or 
Mr. G—, whoſe addreſ (ſhall I call it?) recovered 
the criminating 2 from our miniſter of ſtate, I 


Cannot 


8 
cannot yet ſay, becauſe, till now, I have never re- 
ſolved to get at the bottom of that abyſs of myſtery 
and iniquity in which our affairs are plunged; but, 
my lord, whoever he was that received theſe pa- 
pers, he would moſt certainly tranſmit them, with 
all poſſible ſpeed and ſecrecy, to their old maſters. 
Theſe papers were all that thoſe gentlemen wanted, 
to make them bellow forth their loyalty and loſſes, 
and to magnify and multiply their claims on the 
captors ; for, prior to their reception of the high- 
treaſon returns, they had been lucky enough, I 
dare ſay, by an execution of the ſame enchanting ad- 
dreſs that recovered them, to recover a certain num- 


ber, but not 40 of the invoices, bills of lading, &c. 


which our worthy agents ſay they have 77%. 
| What a boundleſs field for impoſition, my lord, 
is here opened on us! By the minifter, who gave 


up one part of our vouchers! By our agents, who loft. 


as they ſay, or deſtroyed, as the lords of appeal ſay, 
the other part! And by the claimants, who, in con- 
ſequence of theſe things, have brought over de- 

mands on us, which, in point of number and value, 


are intolerable! Thoſe St. Euſtatius traders owed us, 
they thought, a grudge, and now, having moſt alt- 


fully manzuvred us out of our weapons of defence, 
they boldly attack us; and from ſuch antagoniſts, 
my lord, what may we expect? Nothing, but- 
claim after claim, of thouſands, and of ten thouſands; 
till they have got, not only a million of our money, 

UE but 


( 
but till they and our agents have not left us a 
crown of our whole capture. Can any ſtronger ar- 
gument than this be adduced, for the neceſſity of | 
putting an immediate ſtop to their career at law? Is 
it not high time for the captors to conſider the con- 
ſequences of their paſt inactivity and credulity? 
And why is a moment more loſt? Why do we not 
call a general meeting, and directly execute the ſe- 
veral reſolutions which] have propoſed, or ſomething 
better, that might be propoſed, by ſome: officer of 


_ | ſuperior abilities? But confident, my lord, that 


your lordſhip is convinced of the propriety of my 
plan, I proceed to the remaining branches of it, 
which is to proſecute, on the return of our com- 
miſſioners, with the intelligence they have pro- 
cured. | | 


' Firſt, The miniſter of ſtate, and his ſecretaries, . 
for giving up the criminating papers; and 


Then, our agents, of every name, abroad and at 


home. 


As to the miniſter of ſtate, my lord, all your of- 
ficers, and the public, I believe, as well as myſelf, 
think what your lordſhip oxce did, that he deſerves to 
be impeached. The infinite importance of theſe cri- 
minating papers to the captors, as well as to govern - 
ment, muſt have been obvious to the miniſter, from 
the firſt moment of his being intruſted with them. 

2 On 


„ 

On the preſent occaſion, their importance, to xs, 
we diſtreſſingly experience. We want them to da 
juſtice to your lordſhip's official conduct and cha- 
rafter, and to your private intereſt and feelings. We 
want them to prevent, and to expoſe, a thouſand 
groſs impoſitions ; and many of us want them to 
preſerve the liberty of our perſons, the exiſtence of 
our families, the honor of our profeſſion, and the 
credit of a good name in ſociety; for, to have 
them, would be to have the. only certain means of 
bringing our agents to an immediate account for 
our prize money, without any pretence for deduc- 
© tions and diſputes; but by the loſs of theſe papers, 
we ſtand a chance of being proſecuted, and claimed, 
and agented out of the whole of it. In a matter of 
ſuch an uncommon magnitude, and of ſuch mo- 
mentous and extended conſequence to your lord- 
ſhip, and your fleet, will your lordſhip, or can we, 
allow ourſelves to reſt ſatisfied with a few frivolous 
andnugatory excuſes ? Even reaſons of tate, a phraſe 

that has been often hackneyed about, to veil the 
criminal arcana of miniſters, ean avail nothing in 
this caſe. It would be an inſult to the public, to 
parliament, to your lordſhip, and to us, to offer 
ſuch pretences. What reaſons of fate, my lord, 
could be adduced that can excuſe a miniſter for an 
unparalleled breach of public and private truſt, and 
for ruining hundreds of his Majeſty's beſt friends, to 
ſerve hundreds of his bittereſt foes? | 


Theſe 


C07] 

Theſe papers, my lord, were certainly given up 
either through inattention, or with deſign. But how 
could it happen to be through inattention? Is not 
every box of papers in a ſecretary of ſtates's office 
numbered, and titled, in ſuch an accurate, diſtinct, 
and conſpi picuous manner, as to render any excuſe 
for a miſtake of this kind, inadmiſſible? If their 
cheſts or boxes are not bus numbered, titled, and 
booked, our "miniſters muſt be more careleſs, and 
leſs exact, in matters of the greateſt national mo- 
ment, than 'a common apothecary is about his 
drugs, or the moſt illiterate grocer about his teas. 
If they are not thus careleſs. and inaccurate, (which 
we know they are not) none of them, or of their 
ſecretaries, can pretend to miſtake one large box 
for another, nor to give away No. I. No. II. 
No. III. and No. IV. when it was only No III. 
that was to be given; What therefore, my lord, 
have they left us to ſuppoſe? To this queſtion, 
your lordſhip is the proper perſon to ſtep forward, 
and to inſiſt on an anſwer ſatisfactory to the nation, 
to your lordſhip, and to your injured officers and men. 


| Your lordſhip's ardor for this ſatisfaction, in the 
face of parliament, ſome years ago, did you great 
honor. The idea of chis criminal ſurrender at our 
vouchers was then warm in your breaſt, and the 
flame of your indignation burnt high: "Why that 
ardor ſo ſuddenly abated, and thus flame was ſo 
Rey quenched, 11 my lord, W aſtoniſhing 

C and 


t 


fo) 
and myſterious to all England, but particularly. fo 
to the gentlemen of your St. Euſtatius fleet. The 
little childiſh futilities which were offered you in 
return for your tones of thunder, and which the 
houſe of commons, patient and good natured as 
they are, could not hear without a ſneer of con- 
temipt, inſtead of giving you ſatisfaction, were an 
affront done to your dignity, and, every body ima- 
gined, would have doubled the rigor of your im- 
peachment. But, no; from that day to. this, 
your lordſhip hath been pleaſed to be totally 


ſilent on this topic. We queſtion not but your 
lordſhip hath weighty and ſubSantial reaſons for 


this amaſing filence; and we hope they will appear 
in proper time and place, when your lordſhip is 
called upon, judicially, on the intended impeach- 


ment, to makę good our charge. Till then, I ſhall 


be ſſlent ny nach flere of; ee 


| Pane. But, my lord, 


Fe to be a little more particular ant 
full on that part of my plan, which has reſpect to 
the conduct and management of our agents. 


In his majeſty s inſtructions to your lordſhip, da- 


tell the Zoth of March, 1781, © All the ſhips, veſ- 
ſels, merchandiſe, naval and military ſtores, and 


« other effects of the enemy, are to be ſhared 
© among the ſea and land forces concerned in the 


_ PRIN of St. * &c, excepting only ſuch. 


. 0 22 


„ 
rr portion bf the proviſions, and the ordinance, 
* arms, and ammunition, and other military ſtores, 
ce as may be thought neceſſary for the defence of 
s the ſaid iſlands. All the ref, of every thing, to be 
« for the ſole ule and benefit of your lordſhip, ge- 
be neral Vaughan, and the fleet and army —ſaving 
« always all ſuch effects as ſhall be proved to be the 
* property of Britiſh ſubjects, {awfully exported thi- 
« ther; or which may be latefully imported into 
« Great Britain from thence.” 


Four lordſhip, we all know, faithfully commu- 
nicated to your fleet his majeſty's royal intention, 
relative to the diviſion of the prizes, (vide your let- 
ter to lord G. Germaine the 25th of June, 1781,) and 
we cannot ſuppoſe that you neglected to intimate it 
long before that date, to the gentlemen of the agen- 
cy office, which you had inſtituted at St. Euſtatius ; 
and where, by your appointment, your principal ſe- 
cretary punctually attended for many months, had 
therefore leiſure enough, with ſuch a numerous train 
of clerks and knowing aſſiſtants as were allowed him, 
to peruſe with accuracy, and take an exact lift, if 
not copies, of every ſhip and ſhop paper in St. Eu- 
ſtatius; and ſo to prevent all that confuſion, pecu- 
lation, and law-ſuits, which, otherwiſe, might hap- 
pen. I hope, my Lord, your reverend ſectetary did 
fo, and that he paid a moſt particular attention, by | 
your orders, to the laſt paragraph of his majeſty's . * 
inſtructions of the 3oth of March. But I dare ſay, 

| C 2 my 


(=) 

my . che good man may have loſt, by ſome 
unaccountable accident, or other, thoſe neceſſary vou- 
chers, which the lords of appeal now call for — 
the ſhop and ſhip papers of every kind: or he has 
left them, perhaps, in the hands of the late Mr. A. 
of St. Kitts, who was a leading man in the agency 
office - the boſom friend, in company with your ſe- 
cretary ; and as compleat a navy agent as the 
world can boaſt of, which is ſaying, my lord, a 
great deal for him. 


Now, it is held that poor honeſt Mr. A. 


. may, from an exceſs of care, or a multiplicity of bu- 


ſineſs, have miſſaid all theſe papers, or loſt them 
(who knows?) with the 250,000). which he had 
unfortunately carried to St. Euſtatius, juſt before the 
French came, and, as concerted, took: poſſeſſion of it. 
Or Mr. A. may have forgot, in the ardor of his 
dying devotions, and. the abſorption of his ſoul, 
in the contemplation of ſpiritual objects, to men- 
tion to his ſon, or clerks, where the ſaid books and 
papers were depoſited, 


Indeed, my lord, I am willing to ſuppoſe any 
thing poſſible, rather than to imagine that your 
worthy and venerable ſecretary would, in a matter 
of ſuch high moment to thouſands, and to your 
lordſbip's honor, and his own, be guilty even of 
neglect, much leſs of any malverſation. However, 
| my lord, as this is a curious world, and conſe - 
quently 


. e 

.quently a very tattling and officious one; and 28 
your lordſhip will ſee by the Public Advertiſer of 
the 3d of May, 1788, that * The whole of the St. 
« Euſtatius buſineſs appears, to the lords of ap- 
„ peal, one general mals of confuſion —that the 
« captors, as well as the agents, are biamed, for irre- 
« gular, ſhameful, and raſh proceedings for not 
« tranſmitting the whole of the papers taken on the 
« iſland for ſelling and confounding the captured 
« goods and merchandiſe—for not keeping even the 
e accounts of the ſales—and for deſtreying, as well as 
« Jofing many of the bills of lading and invoices.” 
I ſay, my lord, from theſe and ſimilar conſiderati- 
ons, and from a conſciouſneſs of your own and ſe- 
cretary's clean hands, and that the conduct of both 
can bear any inquiry, we hope your lordſhip will 
preſs, in the court of appeals, for ſuch an inquiry. 
Till this is done, my lord; till your dordſhip and 
ſecretary give this public teſtimony of your and his 
integrity, and ſo clear che way for your officers and 
men, that we may reach forward, and drag forth to 
public view, the guiliy, we can never expect to re- 
ceive our prize money, as it is only the ſurplus which 
ſhall remain, after paying the mercantile nen, 
that we ſhall partake of. 


The — my lord, this examination takes 
place, after the return of the commiſſioners of in- 
quiry, the better; for I beg leave to aſſure your 
lordſhip, that, for want of this long-owing prize mo- 


ney⸗ 


„ 
ney, more than half of your lordſhip's St. Euſtatius 
fleet are ſtarving in garrets and in priſons. 


I cannot think there is any neceſſity for a formal 
and judicial examination of your lordſhip before 
the lords of appeal; but it is certainly very 
proper, and indeed indiſpenſible, for your reverend 
ſecretary to appear, and being ſolemnly ſworn, to be 
interrogated as follows: 


* Sir, in what character, and by whoſe commiſ- 


a” Hon, did you act in the agericy office that was inſti- 
tutedat St. Euſtatius, on the capture of that iſland? 


2e Hare vou got a lift of all the ſhips and va- 
rious kind of ſea veſſels which were captured by 
his majeſty's ſea forces at St. Euſtatius, Saba, St. 
Martin's, Berbice, Demarara, Iſequibo, and the 
French iſland of St. Bartholomew; with the names 
bf the commanders, ſhips, and veſſels, and accounts 
of their cargoes, including the numerous and rich 
Dutch fleet taken by captain Reynolds, now lord 
Ducie ? 


« What buſineſs was tranſacted in the agency 


office, relative to the captured ſhips, ſhops, ſtores, 


and all the other property and effects which were 
taken, by land and ſea, at the ſeveral iſlands we 
oye e 


c Where 


( 23 ) 
„ Where did you leave, or to whom did you 
deliver, in truſt, all thoſe books which were written 
in that office; and all thoſe ſhip and ſhop books, 
and papers of buſineſs, political and commercial, 


which you carried, firſt and laſt, to that office? 


- « Every ſhip that is in the mercantile line has 
invoices, bills of lading, &c. and as all the ſhipping 
captured, firſt and laſt, at St. Euſtatius, were in- 
ſtantaneouſly and unexpectedly ſeized upon, it is 
impoſſible but their commercial, as well as their 
political papers, were taken Where are they? 


ee All papers were firſt carried on board the ad- 
miral's ſhip, where you was ſecretary, and peruſed 
all of them— What did you do with the bills of 
lading, and invoices, whoſe value and i Unpartance 
you could not be a ſtranger to? 


Y Have you no memorandum or lift of them on 
your agency books, nor among your private pa- 
pers? Or, do you not know of any perſon wha 
belonged to, or was connected with that office, who 
has ſuch a memorandum or liſt? Or have you, or 
they, any, or all, of the originals? —lIf either, where 
are they, or to whom ſhall we apply for them? 


« In what manner, and when, were the others 
loſt? Will you declare on your oath, that you do 
not know; nor by what mode of ſcrutiny and inveſ- 

: tigation, 


| 
| 
1 
| 
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tigation, we ſhould proceed to find out theſe 
things ? | 


e Will you ſolemnly declare, on your oath, that, 
during the whole of the time you acted in the ſaid 
agency office, you never knew, by information or 
otherwiſe, of any pilfering, any peculation, breach 
of | truſt, defraud, impoſition, forgery, nor any diſ- 
honeſt or unfair practices, of which any of the peo- 
ple acting in, or connected with, the ſaid office, 


were guilty? 


ce Did you never n or Lao of any bill of 


| — king, or invoice, or ſhop book, or any other 


* of the value and property of the ſhops and 
5 above mentioned, being deftroyed, voluntarily, 

and defignedly miſlaid, or given away, to any per 
fon, of any name or deſcription? |. 


8 Did you never know or 5 of any direct, or 
indirect methods, that were made uſe of by any 


perſon of, or connected with, that office, to dimi- 


niſh, ſecret, or clandeſtinely, or openly, in the 
night or day-time, to take or diſpoſe of, or keep for 
themſelves, any part of the ſilks, jewels, gold or 
ſilver plate, gold or filver watches, or any other 
property, which was found in the ſaid Ps: 3 
ſores, and houſes' B 


* Do you 88 3 on your oath, that 5 
wacher 8 ws as far as you know, any of the 


EY 


-- 


F 
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perſons concerned, ar employed, or employing To 
gr them, in the ſaich affice, made uſe of, oz permite 
ed any: other, perſqn. ar perſons. of any. name, rank 
ſex, or character, belopging to the land ar ſea ſex- 
vices, nor any perſon ar perſons, acquainted, or c 
need with them by natural ratian, friendſtip. 2 
intrigue, to make uſe of any part of the goods, or 
ſects of the, ſaid ſhops, or ſhips, or any, other; of the 
property captured ar St. Euſtatius ; all of which bes- 
ing che property. of bis raajeſty's lapd and Fa fqracs, 
(excepting the articles mentioned. in his majeſty's 
inſtructions, which were the property of his majeſty, 
and the merchants, they belonged to) could nat bg 
ſo taken, uſcd, or diſpoſed; ol hy any individual, os 
partial number of the. ſaid torces,;, or by any. Perf 
in, ox belonging, to the eig ec ww n 
deins $98 of fon" 


1 Da hu Gewa Seki, on, your s thay 
deither you, nor 26, far aa yon, Khan any Rerſan ar 
perſons concerned, in any Manner: or a ang time, in 
the buſineſs or tranſactions of the. ſard, agency, o- 
fice, did ever amaſs, i in a private, ſordid, and unfair 
manner, any pecuniary or other gains during ox af- 
ter your: or their. employ, in, the ſaid. office, ot any 
conſiderable unknown profits, or emolumepts, ex 
copting the common perquilites of ſuch an. employs 
ang the fum, ſtipulated and agreed on between 
your and their employesy, to paꝝ you, and them, fx 
1 of that, period i : 


a1 


. ** 


8 


ee or idee in — clandeſtinely, the 


<4 4) 
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that rn A have chearfully allowed you, a 


| your colleagues, out of their captured property? And 


pray what, on your oath, Gr, was that ſtipulated. 


. ſum or allowance; and what the amount of all . 


N and emoluments? 


« Do) you ſolemnly declare, on your oath, that 
excepting the ſald ſtipulated fum and common per- 


quiſites, neither you, nor as far as you know, any of 


your naval acquaintances, who were concerned or 
employed in the ſaid agency office, have ever re- 
ceived before, or ſince, you or them left St. Euſta- 
dus, any money, bills, bonds, or any other valu- 
able property, "promiſe, or conſideration, on ac- 
count of ybur or their public or private negotia- 
tions, in the ſaid office and inland; or on account of 
the capture of any of the conquered iſlands, and the 
immenſe property found on them; but in the ſame 
proportion of payments, from the agents of the 


| fleet, with the other naval and marine officers 92 


12 775 and * rank in on 1 — 


0 Do you Glemnly declare, on your oath; that 


| Es you, nor to your knowledge, any other per- 


ſon belonging to, or connected with the ſaid agency 
office; or belonging to St. Euſtatius, St. Kitts, 
Antigua, Barbadoes, or to England, did go perſon- 

;orfend'a friend, or were concerned, in any 95 


moſt 


„ ” 
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moſt valuable part of the goods, of one ſhop, ſtore- 
houſe, or ſhip, into another ſhop, ſhip, 'or ſtore- 
houſe, which you or they had previouſly reſolved to 
purchaſe for yourſelves or others? And did not 
you or they ever agree, either by proxy, or in per- 
ſon, or in the epiſtolary way, with the auction eer, 
or any other perſon at the ſale of ſuch a ſhop, ſhip; 
or ſtore of goods, to © knock them down” for you or 
them, at a ceftain preconcerted value—a value ex- 
ceedingly below what other buyers would have given, 
if they had known of the goods, clandęſtineiy, trans- 
ferred, and the haſty, abrupt manner, in which the 
faid ſhop, oem or ſhip of goods, were © gone obs? 


e Do you declare, on your oath, Fl nei icher | 
you, nor as far as you know, did any perſon in, or 
belonging to, the ſaid agency office, privately agree, 
previous to the ſale of any ſhop, ſhip, or ſtore 
goods, with any. of the Dutch, French, or Britiſh, 
merchants, who had lately reſided 1 in St. Euſtatius, 
and were ſtill, after the capture of that iſland, com- 
mercially connected with the merchants of Eng- 
land, America, France, and Holland, to buy ſuch 
and ſuch a ſhop, ſhip, or ſtore of goods for them, 
on condition that they would give you, or the ſaid. 
perſons of the ſaid office, fifty per cent. profit on 
every ſuch purchaſe, or double of what the faid cap- 
tured goods coſt you, or was knocked down for, to 
you and your ſaid acquaintances ? And did not 
the late Mr. A. N Kitts. or, ISS pon: 

| D 2 | 


— 


| * 5 
(a) 
Þh Watz Br in hy other of the Lev. ard Hounds; of 
you, or any othet perſon of the agency office, or at 
St. Euſtatius, ever accept any of the Yaid merchants 
bills; on irie houſe br Houſes Gf trade, in London 


bt Amſterdem, vr ſome where tHe, for thoſe very 


exorbitant ant! ſcandalovs profits which they gave 
du thee frondultntly . ſhop, Hip, and ftore 
es?: 


e b bereihyy Bo aki you Aechee, on 
vun dend, in vindicatzon ef your honor and facred 
profeffion, whieh forbids you de be grecdy of by 


— tucre, of 'ebvetvirs, or fond of Womtiey, "which is the root 


of all evil; and it is neceſſary, fir, for the ſatisfac- 
tion of che fea and land forces employed in captur- 
ing the Lait iſlands, that you Wlemmnly declare, on 


your 6ath, Whether or net you are poſſeſſed of a 
tortume bf eighty thoukend pounds, or a little more 


or lest And in Wat manner you happened to 
gttuttivlate fuch a capital ſum, from the time you 
Aft filed With Yor Rivdiney, ru t om 
2 a 


* Ae 0 n Alpa e 
to ford Rodney, you muſt certainly know whether 
er not, in his Hrſt orders from government to take 
St, Eüftatius and the other captured iſlands, his 
Ibruſhip received any particular inſtructions not to 
weh With the hand of rapine or fell off any ſhop 
W³³ 08 FOckEe pibvet, by title owners. 

books, 
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books, on the {pot of capture, to be the property 
of Britin fubjects lacefully exported thither; or any 
ſhop or ſhip goods which might be lawfully im- 
potted ito Great Britin rom thence?” 


Ir his Jördſhip had Tuch a caveat, in his firſt or- 
ders, what reaſons did he aſſign for diſregarding it? 
If there was no ſuch caveat in them, why did he not 
Walt, in cottipliance with the earneſt and repeated 
intreaties of the St. Euſtatius merchants, who of- 
fered to prove, by their invoices, their ſhop books, 
and their commetcial correſpondents letters, that 
it was bly ſuch Britif Property, and no other, which 
they wete pofſeſſed of, till he received new inſtruc- 
tions how to act in fuch an extraordinary caſe? 
Was it imagined that the daily expectation of the 
French tet, or the general report of the treachery, 
diſloyalty, and abandoned baſeneſs of the Britiſh of 
thoſe iſlands, would be ſuſtained as a relevant excuſe 
for ſuch a rapacious ſeizure on the legall ly-exported 
ry of a London merchant? But, 


e Was all fuch Brizifh property aftually fora off 
fot the ſhips and ſhops of St. Euſtatius, prior to 
the arrival of his majeſty's inſtructions on that ſub- 
Je, which are dated the 3oth of March, 1781? — 
And if fuch Britiſb property was not chen ſold off, or 
was not then removed from the ſhip or ſhop, or 
iſland, why was it not immediately reſtored to its 
owners? Or if it was even carried no farther than 

| to 


'h 
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to ſome of the neighbouring iſlands, why did not 
lord Rodney directly conſult with ſome lawyer of 
eminence at St. Kitts or Antigua, and without the 
delay of a day, get the illegally-ſold property re- . 
turned to its late juſt proprietor, as, probably, the 
goods were {till whole and undiſpoſed of in the hands 
of them who bought them? | 


« Pray, did lord Rodney never do fo, i in any 
one inſtance? Was he never, to your knowledge, 
adviſed by any friend, or ſolicited by any lawyer, 
merchant, or land or ſea officer of diſtinction, to do 

ſo And did not his lordſhip and you clearly fore- 

ſee, that by negleCting to act thus, a number of Vex= 
atious litigations and law-ſuits would be the conſe- 
quence, and that, till every injured merchant's juſt 
claim was paid off by the captors, they could de- 
rive no material benefit from all the millions of 
that prodigious capture? . 


„ With what property and powers, as fleet 
agents and merchants, did lord Rodney and you 
entruſt the late Mr. Akers, ſenior, of St. Kitts, and 
Mr. Ker, of Antigua, at your final departure from 

St. Euſtatius ? 


ce For what ſhips, ſhops, ſtores, and other ſold- 
captured property, have they, firſt and laſt, received 

payments? Where is the money depoſited which 

they have received for theſe innumerable yaluables? 
How 


(32-3 
How much, in all, is owing, or loſt ? What neceſ- 
' fary diſburſements have they ſtated, out of thoſe 
payments, to the account of the captors? In what 
public bank, or ſecure fund, is the balance lodged ? 
Who has been all along reaping the profits of its 
birne; rad ee ? 


* « We alſo deſire, ſir, that you will inform us, 
on your oath, of what intelligence your London 
general agents, Meſſrs. Maylor and Baillie, have 
given you, firſt and laſt, of all their truſt, manage- 
ment, and conduct in this buſineſs? What money 
have they received, in all, for the benefit of the 
captors, ſince the commencement of their agency? 
And what have been the whole 5 their add 
ments? 


e What property, or ſums of money, have lord 
Rodney, or general Vaughan, or any of the ſea or 
land officers, field or flag, who attended thoſe com- 
manders at the capture of St Euſtatius, received, to 
your knowledge, in conſideration of the ſaid cap- 

ture, from Meſſrs. Akers and Ker, or from Meſſrs. 
Maylor and Baillie, or from the bankers, or cor- 
reſpondents, of thoſe agents? 


„ Was the money given to the ſaid command- 
ers and their higher officers, (if any has been given, 
ſub yoſa) paid them by an order from any of 
the miniſtry, of the late or * preſent adminiſtration ? 

Or 


' 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
1 
[ 


1 


Ot was it given, at their on requeſt, as an advanoe 


t hazard, of what. the ſaid agents ſuppoſad tha 
faid oſſicers, ſupreme and ſubordinate, might ulti- 
mately. be entitled to, of prize, *. tox $a. St, 
Euſtatius, capture? 


r What are the particulars of your lateſt con- 
verſation, on the ſubject of this capture, with lord 
Rodney, general Vaughan, the St. Euſtatius claims 
ants. Meſſrs, Akers, jun. and Ker, and Meſſrs, 
Marler and Baile? And what the particulars, of 
All your epiſtolary . wich all of chem. | 
den the _ lubje&?” 


q Ares 80 examined your lordſhipꝰs ſecretary 
on the above queries, and all other ſuch circum- 
ſtances of this important buſineſs. as may appear 
neceſlary; to the ſuperior judgment and penctra- 
tion of the court; all his clerks on board the Sand- 


wich, hen at St. Euſtatius, and. in the ſaid agency 


office, ſhould, be brought before: the lords of appeal, 
and being ſolemnly; ſworn, be ſeparately; interro- 
gated, and crofs-examinedz; on every iota of the; | 
queries put to your! ſecretary , in; _ letter, ang 
which I have reaſons for aſking. · Lago: 


| ces next place, ought the; ſon, and elerks, and 


Kitts, to he ſworn, intergogated, and--croſs-exar. 
bey 
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#hey retire; Mr. Ker of Antigua, with his clerks, 
Correſpondents, and ſervants; and then Meſſrs. 
Maylor and Baillie, of London, with their clerks 
and correſpondents, in Portſmouth, Plymouth, or 
elſewhere, where any part of the St. Euſtatius mo- 
ney, merchandiſe, or captured property, of any 
name, came to their care, or were diſpoſed of by 
them, or their correſpondents, or clerks. 


To bring this chaos of ſtudied and intentional 
confuſion to ſome kind of order and decent ar- 
rangement, it is alſo neceſſary to ſummon to the 
court of appeals, and minutely examine as many 
of the original owners, and of the purchaſers of 
the ſaid captured ſhips, ſhops, merchandiſe, and 
various 'property, as may ſeem expedient to the 
judges, counſel, and captors. 


If, in the courſe of theſe examinations, or after- 
wards, we can prove, by the intelligence which 
our commiſſioners of inquiry have brought us, 
any agent, clerk, auctioneer, or other perſon en- 
truſted with our property, to have been guilty of 
perjury, peculation, defraud, or of any act of for- 
gery, injuſtice, treachery, cancelments, or of de- 
ſtroying any of the vouchers which they ever 
poſſeſſed of our rights to the property of the ſaid 
capture, the perſon or perſons proved guilty of 
one or more of theſe criminalities, ſnould not 
only undergo ſome ignominious perſonal puniſh- 
2 | E ment, 
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ment, and as- many years impriſonment in New. | 
gate as che captors have been kept out of their 
prize money, but at London, Amſterdam, or at 
whatever place his or their eſtates lie, every part 
of ſuch eſtates, both real and perſonal, ſhould be 
ſold off, and the ſum total received for them, 
ſhould be laid out in repaying the captors the ex- 
penditures of their meetings; of their commiſſi- 
oners of inquiry, and in diſcharging all the ju/? de- 
mands oe the St. Euſtatius claimants. 


As for the ſaid claimants, I would have the loyal 
and 7:ghteous part of them treated with the greateſt 
honor, juſtice, and generoſity. But ſtill, in juſtice 
to ourſelves, my lord, I would not have any of 
the good or bad of them to be decreed, by our 
eourt, a guinea of the capture, till they have an- 
ſwered, on oath, and in a ſatisfactory manner, the 


| ing: we orher ee | 


« Do you tleninly declare, on 1b oath, 
that the real loſs which you fuſtained when lord 
Rodney captured St. Euſtatius, amounted: to the 
ſum which you now claim? What proots- can you | 
produce of this? alone 


Fe Where 170 enger dee bills of lading, 
and other vouchers, for your poſſeſſing ſuch a 
property at that period? And how can you 
ey: us chat all theſe vouchers are genuine 

copies 


(4% ) 

copies from your correſpondents books of the 
invoices, inſurances, and other commercial papers, 
which were then ſent you, and of which you loſt 

the originals when your property was taken from 
you, by the-captors of St. Euſtatius? 

{733 $68 * cool 

How can you prove that you had not ſold, 
or ſent, from that iſland, any of the goods ſpeci- 
fied, on theſe vouche:s, prior to the arrival of the 
Britiſh fleet? Or, as ſoon as your property was 
locked up by the captors, did you inform lord 
Rodney and general Vaughan, or their ſecretaries, 
which you, at t preſent, r of the captofs? if 
you did not, what were your reaſons? If you did, 
what was their anſwer? Did. they, keep, or did they. | 
return you all, or any of your commercial papers? 


« Were all your goods /awfully, and openly, 
imported for you from London, or from ſome 
other Britiſh port, after having honeſtly entered 
the ſhips which carried them on the government's 
cuſtom-houſe books of the Britiſh port from 
Which they took their departure, as going to St. 
Euſtatius? Or had you no goods in your paſ- 
ſeſſion wken that iſland was taken, which, by the 
laws of England, could be accounted contraband to 
a Britiſh ſubject, in time of war, and reſident in 
the dominions of an ally? Or which were in- 
9 your European or other correſpon- 


E 2 | dents, 


= . ——_——— <= 7 


4 
. — - . — 
— 2 —— w——ę—ð — — BQ — 


— — —— 


— 


— —̃¶ — ͤ—VFR/ Ie— — 


— — — , ⏑—Ü«rU— . 7˖— ,, 


11 3 
dents, or by yourſelf, for the uſe of the e Americans 
French, or Spainards ? 


06 you u W declare on your oath, that 
you always was loyal to the Engliſh ſovereign and 
government, and never ſupplied, nor adviſed any 
other merchant, or trader, in the Leeward iſlands, 
Europe, or elſewhere, to ſupply the Americans, 
French, or Spaniſh armies, fleers, or merchants, 
with any naval or military ſtores? And that you 
never refuſed fuch ftores to a Britiſn admiral, ge- 
neral, or contractor, or their agents, when they 
ſent to St. Euſtatius for them? Nor did you 
ever diſſuade any other trader of the ſaid iſland, 


or captured places, from ſupplying and aſſiſting 


the Engliſh navy and army? How can you 
prove your loyalty—in what inſtances, and by 


what people of reſpectability in London? 


* Do you think, on your oath, that all your fel- 
low-claimants were loyal to Britain, during the 
late war; and can, with a clear conicience anſwer, 
as you have done, the above queries? If not all you 
know of them, pray how many do you think can? 


What are their names, and what was their mode 


of traffic and trade, when lord. 2 88 captured 
W 


« Did you never know, nor hear of any of the 


captors agents having given up the captured pa- 
| | | pers, 
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pers, of any kind, to any of the claimants, for a pe- 


cuniary conſideration; or, on condition, that the 
claimants, ſhould ſtate their loſs at double, or triple, 
or more or leſs than triple, of what in truth it was, 
and that they ſhould ultimately divide the profits 
of this unjuſt charge to the captors between them? 


te Did you accommodate, with warehouſe- 
room, a great quantity of Daniſh, Swediſh, or any 
neutral natian's goods, which were not your pro- 
perty, but theirs, when St. Euſtatius was taken? 
And what part of theſe goods were meant for na- 
val or military ſu plies ? And was it for Britain, 
or for her enemies; the ſaid ſtores were intended? 


How do yg ove your anſwers to this query to 
be 8 


ö Did you never know of any ſhip or ſhips 


from London, during the late war, which were en- 
tered on the cuſtom-houſe books there, for ſome 
port belonging to Great Britain, in America, or 


her Weſtern iſlands, but which, in reality, was pri- 


vately ordered by the owners or merchants who 
freighted her, to go ſtraight, and only for St. 
Euſtatius? And was not all ſuch ſhips loaded with 
arms, or ammunition, or naval, or military ſtores 
and proviſions, of one kind or other? Who freigh- 
ted theſe ſhips, and to whom were they conſigned? 


Have you never ſeen any of the criminating. 
papers which were ſent by lord Rodney from St. 


| ( 38.) - 

| Euſtatius to government, and have been ſince 
| given up from the ſecretary of ſtate's office? Do 
| 


you declare, on your oath, that you have never 
heard, by what means theſe papers were recovered 
from the Britiſh miniſter; nor of the perſon who 
| recovered them; nor of any perſon or claimant-of, 
| 3 or from St. Euſtatius, who has received, or ſeen, 
or been informed of them, __ they Were reco- 
vered?” | 5 ; F. 


| When every claimant has been queſtioned, on 
= _ oath, in this, or ſome ſuch ſtrict manner, his com- 
mercial correſpondents, are to be called in, and 
examined with a ſimilar cloſeneſs and preciſion; 
and after them, all the gentlemen they refer to, in 
London and Amſterdam, for their ſeveral charac- 
ters. Theſe gentlemen. muſt be perſons of high 
name for integrity, for intelligence, and their at- 
tachment to the Britiſh government. If the ſaid 
gentlemen ſwear judicially, to the honor, loyalty, 
and commercial merits of the ſaid claimant or 
claimants they appear in favor of, then it is moſt- 
reaſonable and right that the ſaid claimant or 
claimants ſnould be immediately paid all that the 
captors are indebted to them; that is, the original ; 
price of thieir goods, as per invoice, with all the 
freight and inſurance monies. And, more fully 
to indemnify ſuch claimants, the national treaſury, 
with our agent, and ſupreme judges, ſtiould be 
| e * RE 20l. per cent. 
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an their money, ever ſince the capture of their 
property, beſides a large ſum for their loſs of 
time, and chances, and their expences and per- 
ſonal hazards of every kind, by ſea and land, du- 
ring the ſcandalous delay of ſettling, by trial, their 
claims, for which inexcuſable poſtponement, and 
trifling with them and their families, one or all 
of thoſe parties are wholly to blame, and theres 
en ought, 1 in common OY N to pay. 


| But if fra die body of * that is collee- 
ted by our commiſſioners of inquiry, or otherwiſe, 
it is proved, that any claimant is guilty of a falſe 
charge, or forged accounts, or of impoſitions of any 
kind in their demands on the captors, then not 
only is ſuch a claimant himſelf, but his correſpon- 
dents alſo, and the ſeveral gentlemen who have 
ſworn to his character, and to that of his correſ- 
pondents, to be handed from the court of appeals 
to Newgate, but their ſeveral eſtates are to be ſold 
for the benefit of the captors; and after ſtanding 
twice in the pillory, they ſhould, all of them, be 
tranſported for. we, to Botany- bay. 


This, my lord, is the plain, hae 
proceedings which I would humbly recommend to 
the immediate and ſerious conſideration of your 
lordſhip and to that of your officers and men; a 
plan which appears to me, and to thoſe I have ac- 
quainted with it, the moſt ſpeedy, ſure, and effec- 


'F (4) 
. tual, that can be adopted for accelerating, and fe- 
"curing to us, the grand and final payment of the 
millions which are ſo unjuſtly withheld from us in the 
Bank, and in our agents hands, and to which, for 
ſo many years, we have had an indiſputable right. 


I have no motive, my lord, for writing this 
public letter to your lordſhip, but a love of juſtice 
and equity, and an utter abhorrence of all public 
or private, political or common roguery. I deſpiſe 
money merely as money, or as the means of lux- 
ury; and I deſpiſe every man, and combination 
of men, whom all the millions of our capture 
would tempt to a breach of truſt - to a forged ac- 
count to dirty peculations---or to any deviation 
from honor. I wiſh the loyal and honeſt part of 
the claimants to have every ſixpence of their 
Tight. I wiſh the captors to receive, at laſt, all 
that they are entitled to, and our agents to 
be very handſomely rewarded for all their ordi- 
nary- and extraordinary labor, when: they bave done 
45 juſtice. But, if we can credit the late reports 
from Doctors Commons, our agents 'have been 
equally unjuſt to the captors and to the claimants. 

If theſe reports are authentic, and their conduct at 
St. Euſtatius, and elſewhere, has been ſuch as it 
has been arraigned in court, is there any * 
ment, my: n too W bor 6 a 
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The laws of England, my lord, doom men to 
death, whoſe malverſations have been of a piece 
wich the 34d of our capture truſtees. . For, what 
& our ldws ſay in the caſe of ſome kind of bank- 
fupts? And what real moral difference is there 
between the caſe of a fraudulent bankrupt in trade, 
ant a fFandlent agent in the navy? If any, it is 
in the eye of philoſophy and juſtice, in favor of 
che bahKrupt in trade. The man in trade receives 
Credit and truſt from kis fellow merchant for goods 
to à certain amoünt; bur. theſe he either embezzles, 
in Sratifying his paſſion for luxury, or ſecretly 
hoard? up aid fecretes, to indulge the infernal furor 
| of his dVatice. When he is called upon to pay 
his cteditor, he pretends that he Has loſt almoſt 
the whole of the property they entruſted him with, 
by © bad debt“ * bad bills” —< damaged goods 
and other falſe pretences. But he can produce no 
vouchers, in proof of theſe aſſertions, unleſs it be 
a few patched up, incoherent, books, papers, &c. 
The ereditor, on proper inquiry, finds out his 
N and tlie TE him. 


Aud what? id the fiered name Gl j{tice; db thoſs 
navy agents merit, who, after we have honored 
chem with a ſuperier credit, and ſuperior truſt, en- 
deavour, by 4 ſimilar chicanery and ſimilar falſe 
prerentes to dupe us, their creditors, out of our 
prize property a property acquired at the in- 
eie price of loyal Britiſh blood, and which 

F we, 
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we, in friendly confidence committed to their 
honor, faithfully to care for it, till we were at 
leiſure to demand an account of it? Can any doom 
be too rigid for thoſe men who would dare to 
defraud us, in ſuch a facred depoſit? But if it is 
proved, my lord, when the whole arcana of our 
agents management ſhall be fully inveſtigated and 
expoſed, that they have not only been guilty of 
ſelling off our property at St. Euſtatius, © for one 
tenth part of its value,” to their own creatures, and 


i to the French flags of truce, &c. but that they 
have ever ſince been pilfering and plotting, ſchem- 


ing and cancelling, ſubtracting, deſtroying, divid- 
ing, and doing a thouſand ſordid ſelfiſh tricks 
with the ſaid property, is there a penal law, in all 
the inquiſitorial codes of Loren, too cruel for 
them ? e e 6 


; F or men, of method and buſineſs, my lord, to. 
come up, and after being indulged wich the long 
ſpace of ſeven or eight years to arrange their ac- 


counts, have the effrontery to tell a Britiſh court 


of juſtice, that indeed one half of the papers 
and vouchers of every kind, which they accepted 
in truſt ſor the captors of St. Euſtatius is Jef, and 


that the other half of that buſineſs remains in ſuch . 


a ſtate of 'tomplication and. inaccuracy as renders. - 
the whole of it unintelligible and inexplicable, is 


the higheſt indignity that was ever offered to ſuch: - 


a yenerable. court, or to the captors and claimants, - 
or 


* — * 
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or t6 government and che laws. It is practically 
bidding defiance to all of them: it is impudently 
avowing that, for certain purpoſes of their own, 
they undertook the agency of this invaluable cap- 
ture, though conſcious of their incapacity of con- 
ducting it; or it is a preſumptive proof, if not 
ſomething worſe, that they have acted in ſuch an 
infamous manner, that they are aſhamed, or afraid, 
or both, to produce, or confeſs, to the very im- 
portant and neceſſary papers which are miſſing, 
leſt they ſhould criminate their conduct, and blaſt 
their characters for ever. 


Not many years ago, my lord, ſome conſcien- 
tious prize money agents had the modeſty to ap- 
propriate, for their own uſe 65,0001. out of the 
captors 150,000l. And fuch hardened veterans 
in villiny were thoſe agents, that they publicly 
\ . avowed it, and even ſtood a proſecution at law, 
before they would part with a penny of their atro- 
cious robbery. © But the judge and jury compelled 
them, in language of terror, immediately to reſtore 
60,0001. of it. Now, my lord, if in a clear, open, 
plain caſe, thoſe agents had the ſhocking aſſurance 
to rob their employers of almoſt one half of their 
property, what may we reaſonably fear our agents 
have done, who have been allowed, by govern- 
ment, by the lords of appeal, and by the captors, 
to work behind the curtain for feven years, and 
to ſpeculate, gamble, and amuſe themſelves, un- 
| „ diſturbed 


4 
diſturbed in the alley, or any where, or in any way 
they pleaſed, with our vaſt property? And now, 
when they have done, God knows what,with hundred 
thouſands of it, (as it appears in court they have 
done,) ſhameleſsly to tell us, that, unleſs we chuſe 
to take their ip/e dixits, or a Canterbury tale about 
oft papers, &c. for it, we may . let it alone.” 


Can language like this, -my lord, or a parcel of 
ſtudied, but puerile and flimſy excules, ſatisfy your 
lordſhip, your fleet, or the army? No, my lord, 
it certainly cannot; but, I hope, the inſolence of 
it will rouze up all of us from that lethargy into 
which we ſeem to haye been hitherto lulled, by 
the opiates of credulity and infatuation, and will 
haſten ' on our execution of my propoſals. And 
if, for ſuch deeds as will make their public appear- 
ance in court, after the return of our commiſſioners 
of enquiry, common bankrupts muſt walk to the 
tree of juſtice, what haye our faithful Rewards ta, 
expect? I ſhall only ſay, my lord, as our ſupreme 
judges faid in another caſe, < If the Aer e 
the former are murdered,” fe | 


In a buſineſß, like the captured property at St. 
Euſtatius, a buſineſs ſo intricate, ſo immenſe, - and 
ſo entangled, great allowances, m my lord, I am 
willing to make, for thoſe blunders and miſtakes 
of our agents hich were occaſioned W mullafpre | 


- 
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nations, inexperience, and even thoſe ,which may 


be imputed to want of Fought, or time. 


Neon ego paucis 
- Offendor maculit quas aut incuria fudit 
Aut humana parum cavit natura. 


But every thing of a cripiual aſpect, every wanton ar 
of rapacity, pecylation, avarice, fraud, or abuſe, and 
detenſion, or deſtruction, of our property, I cannot 
help condemning in the rougheſt terms of indig- 
pation. And as 


* When, by juſt vengeance, impious CRE neridh, 
8 The Gods behold their puniſhment with pleaſure.” 


So do I, my lord, al ſo muſt every man aka 
& looks upon juſtice as ſomething yenerable, holy, 
and inviolable.” Thank heaven, whatever may be 
the diſpoſitions of ſame of our Oriental nabobs; 
ſome of our St. Euſtatius truſtees; ſome of our 
public officers, and the traſh. of the trading line, the 
vox populi in England, wicked as we are, is ſtill 
for juſtice, Does not Weſtminſter-hall afford us, 
at this day, a glorious proof of this? And we have 
every reaſon in the world to flatter ourſelves that 
pur judges, in the court of appeals, will, in the in- 
ſtance before us, ſhew © no reſpect of perſons,” 
but will boldly and fpeedily ſtrike a terror, for life, 
by their deciſion, into every heart of guilt that 
comes before their tribunal. Let every guilty agent 
think of this, and quake at their compters! . 
There 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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There remains, my lord, only one important 


particular, which ought to be determined on at our 
firſt general meeting; and that is, to inſiſt on an im- 
mediate diſtribution, among us, of to of the mil- 
lions of our money which is in the Bank. The re- 
mainder will be more than ſufficient to pay all the 


claims that can juſtiy come againſt us, excluſive of 


what we have in our agents hands, of looſe property 


and caſh. 


I am very well aware that it will be faid, by a 
certain deſcription of people, * government or- 
dered theſe millions to the Bank, and they cannot 
be got from the Bank, without the permiſſion of 
government.“ If government; from a regard of the 


captors intereſt, and a prudent ſuſpicion of the in- 


tegrity of our agents, became voluntarily guaren- 
tees of theſe millions for us, and ordered it to be 
ſecured in the Bank, only till the captors returned 
to England, and were at leiſure to eaſe them of this 
trouble, and do with it as they thought proper, go- 
vernment did very well, and we are greatly obliged 
to their friendſhip in our abſence. But if they pre- 
tended to give ſuch an order in a commanding ar- 
bitrary, manner, and from a ſuppoſition that they 
had a right to diſpoſe of our money, in any man- 


| ner they pleaſed, without aſking our conſent, © we 


muſt teach them better,” my lord. We muſt teach 


them that no miniſtry, no judicial court, nor the 
high court of parliament itſelf, can conſtitutionally 


Or 


E 
or lawfully, diſpoſe, arbitrarily, of the prize money 
and legal property of any Britiſh ſeaman, or Britiſh 
ſubject. Should any individual in England attempt 
ſuch a ſeizure of our pocket money; ſuch a diſpoſal 
of our houſes and furniture, law, reaſon, and juſtice, 
permit us to put an end to his exiſtence. And do 
names or numbers alter the nature of things? © Why, 
but there was the Havannah prize money - they 
did ſo with it.“ I allow it. But did they do right? 
Can they juſtify their having done ſo? Was their 
right to do ſo ever tried, by a proſecution and im- 
peachment before parliament? No. The inferior 
officers, concerned in that capture, were intimidated 
by menaces, and unable, through want of money, 
and want of ſoul, to bring government and their 
agents to a proper account, while the field and flag 
gentlemen, of whoſe ſpirit and intereſt they were 
afraid, ſhared liberally in the innumerable, unac- 
counted-for dollars. Not a fiftieth part of them 
were ever devoted to Greenwich hoſpital, or any 
public uſe. But if they had, would ſuch a vio- 
lent, illegal, and ſcandalous ſequeſtration and rob- 
bery, be allowed by us? As for the doctrine of 
precedents, we execrate it, and every miniſtry, court, 
and parliament, who, regardleſs of reaſon and 
juſtice, make it the ſtandard of their conduct. If 
precedents, cuſtom, uſe, and all the cant of lazy, 
ignorant, abſurd, law tyrants, were to be in- 
variably the rule of their determinations, we ſhould . 
be now, and for ever, as uncertain of all our civil 

wor | and 
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and religious tights, of even our liberties and lives; 
and we ſhould be as rhuch Goths and flaves, as we 
were fouf centuries ago. 80 day with that ples 
for oppreſſion, injuſtice, and every evil; and; whats 
ever our naval predeceſiors ſtobped to; let 27 
boldly, peremptorily, and iftiniediately m 
and m on 0 e- eg 


Ws" pero in Britain, 1 hope, will prefurne to 
An his majeſty's prerogatives. No petfon wil 


diſpute his royal riglit to diſpbſe, as he bmi, of 
his navy's or -army's prize money in war; and 


nobody will diſpute his giving to that part of them 


who took St. Euſtatius laſt wat, 4 prefem of © chi 
thing” they captured, © for thei? /olb uſe and bent, 
excepting a few military neceſſaries, and the i. 
fatty-imported and exported gdods of Britiſh ſub- 
jeds: Is any thing more my propetty than ſuch 

a royal gift? Is my commiſſion and pay more 
wh Anck if we : received the property of this in- 


eſtimable capture as a giſt from his tnajeſty, ſigned, 


ſealed, and delivered to #3, and ly to 25, is it 


not now; and has it not always ſince, been WhOIIx 


and ſolely our property? Not government's— 
not our agent's—not even parliament's - btit 5g. 


And do not thoſe perſons, be who they will, inſult 


the king's honor, commit high treaſon againſt the 
conſtitution, and moſt cruelly and criminally inmure 


1, the captors and juſt proprietors of _ the ſaid 


ptire millions, who have diſpoſed of or detsined 
9 . any 
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any part of them, in a way that is prejudicial to 
our intereſts, or contrary to our inclinations ? Is 
not this treating us as if we were minors, or lu- 
natics, or the ſimpleſt part of all Jahn Bull family:? 
But to convince them, my lord, that we are not 
the flats they take us for, and that we poſſeſs more 
* ſpirit, experience, and ſenſe, than they ſeem willing 
to allow us, let us at our firſt general meeting, 


Rxsolvr, That the millions of our capture in 
the Bank, be immediately required in legal form, 
from thoſe who ordered it, or detains it there; 
and that they be transferred by your lordſhip and 
the other captors, as our ſole property, from the 
hands of government, and our agents, into the 
keeping, direction, and guardianſhip, of ſuch a 
number of ſelect gentlemen of fortune, and eminent 
merchants, asc ve ſhall then ananimouſly appoint, 
and not as any groupe of officious intermeddlers 
ſhall chuſe for us; and let this money be hence- 
forth paid 16, or to cur order, principal and in- 
tereſt, as we ſhall have occaſion, collectively and 
unanimouſly to call for it, to diſcharge all claims on 
us, and to do ourſelves that juſtice which we find 
will never otherwiſe: be done. And | 


Be we fattber Ricoamas, That, till our agents can 
ſettle accounts with us, in a proper and ſatisfactory 
manner, we take them into cuſtody, oblige them to 
* us ſufficient ſecurities for the unpaid monies, 

G and 
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and the unaccounted-for property of ours in their 
hands, and for their perſonal appearance in the 
court of appeal, or any other competent court of 
law, to which we may find it neceſſary to call them, 
till a full, ample, and honeſt account is given us 
of all their conduct and management in the ſaid 
capture. | ih 


The reaſonableneſs of theſe reſolutions is ob- 
vious.. 'This is requiring no more of our agents, 
than what is every day done between debtors and 
creditors. But till we execute theſe reſolutions, 
we can do nothing deciſive in this important buſi- 
neſs: we ear only ſtand in court like other un- 
concerned. ſpectators, and ſee our property given 
away in thouſands, without aſking our permiſſion, 
or hearing our objections, though we are the 

principal perſons concerned, and entitled to a vote 
in the affair. As matters are at preſent, a coun- 
ſellor at law can be of no ſervice to us—his tongue 
and his hands are both tied up for want of the 
criminating papers, and for want of every —_ as 


f h 2 and c 


I have now finiſhed my ſons for the plan } 
have propoſed; all of them, at leaſt, that are neceſ- 
ſary to appear in a public letter. But ſtill, my lord, 
however ſanguine our hopes of ſucceſs are, from 


the execution of this plan; however much we may 


depend on it, from the merits of our cauſe, the au- 
va | thenticity 
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thenticity and extenſiveneſs of our commiſſioners in- 
formations, and from the abilities and integrity of our 
learned judges, we mult beg leave to ſolicit very ear- 
neſtly and very pieſſingly, your lordſhip's aſſiſtance, 
whole intereſt, and influence. We know that your 
lordſhip poſſeſſes, -in an eminent degree, candor, 
good nature, and a noble openneſs of ſoul—qualities 
of every great and good mind. But ſometimes, my 
lord, theſe, like every other virtuous quality, are 
apt to be abuſed, by the ſophiſtry and adulation of 
artful and deſigning ſycophants. Some ſuch rep- 
tiles, we are afraid may, on this occaſion, get creep- 
ing and cringing about your lordſhip, and by their 
ſoothing and fallacious reaſonings ; by their fawning 
and importunate intreaties, and all the various me- 
thods of inſinuation, endeavour to detach your lord- 
hip from our intereſt; prevail wih you to ſtand 
pack, during the ſcrutiny of the law into their pe- 
culations, and fo leave us to our fate. They wiſh 
not, my lord, to have ſuch a ſtrong additional light, 
as your lordſhip's evidence, thrown upon this dark, 
black buſineſs, - © becauſe their deeds are evil.” 
But we entertain too exalted ideas of your lordſhip's 
public ſpirit, and public virtue, as well as of your 
affection for your brave officers and men, to be- 
lieve that your lordſhip will ever liſten to the baſe 

and degrading advices of theſe paraſites, and refuſe 
to grant us our reaſonable; natyral, and Juſt requeſt 
of your patronage. | 

RG. NG + 


(52) 
If, my lord, the worthy and gallant general fir 
George Howard, like an officer of feeling and ſpi- 
rit, though perſonally unconcerned in this affair, 
nobly ſtood forward in parliament, and pleaded, 
with all the animation of frietidſhip;'for proper juſ- 
tice being done to the military corps who aſſiſted at 
the capture of St. Euſtatins; ſurely, my lord, tho 
aaval officers, failbrs, and marines, who were on 
that ſervice, and immediately under your lordſhip's 
command, have a ſuperior right to look up, at fuch 
a griſis, to your lordſhip, for an exertion of all your 
activity and. addreſs in their favor, before the lords 
of appeal, and in bringing to the bar of parliament 
the miniſter,” from whoſe ory our TIE pa- 
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licly and vigorouſly ſupport your fleet in the face 
of the world, as they have oſten gloriouſſy ſup- 
ported yqur lordſhip in the days of battle and of 
victory, it would endear you for ever to thoſe in- 
jured heroes: it would gain your lordſhip the ap- 
plauſe af every friend to honor and juſtice in the 
preſent age, and would perfect in the eye of poſte- 
rity, the brilliancy of your patriotic and * naval 
en ee ag enge . * 
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. [ncoftum generoſo pettus honeſto,” Pers. 


Perſuaded 


„ 

Perſuaded therefore, my lord, that your lord- 
ſhip will obſerve a conduct in this important affair, 
worthy of yourſelf—worthy of your many well- 
earned laurels—of your pre-eminent naval popu- 
larity and fame—and generous and great as our 
warmeſt expectations, I have the honor to be, with 
all poſſible reſpect, and in the name of hundreds 
of your lordſhip's officers and men, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt devoted and very obedient ſervant, 


A NAVY OFFICER. 
London, Auguſt, 1788, 
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